
How to Complete the WASFA
Washington Application for State Financial Aid



Overview

The following instructions will aid you in successfully completing the WASFA.

New users completing the WASFA questionnaire for the first time will 

automatically be redirected to the Need Access webpage to start the 

registration process. Begin with Step 1.

Returning users wanting to create a new application, or to make corrections 

to an existing application, please skip Step 1 and begin with Step 1a.



Step 1: 

Registration

To begin, create an 

account by following the 

prompts on the screen 

shown to the right.



Step 1a: 

Log In

Upon clicking the “login” 

button from the WASFA 

homepage, you will be 

redirected to the Need 

Access webpage and 

required to enter your 

User ID.



Step 1b: 
New 
Application

Once logged in, you 

may begin a new 

application for the 

2015-16 academic 

school year by clicking 

on the “Start” button. 

Note: You may also edit 

an existing application 

from this page.



Step 2: 
School 
Selection

On the “School 

Selection” screen, you 

will first select your 

anticipated class year 

(freshman, sophomore, 

etc.) for 2015-16 from 

the dropdown menu at 

the top. 

Note: “1st year undergraduate” = college 

freshman, and so on.

DO NOT select any options listed as 

“graduate/professional.” Graduate/professional 

students are not eligible for the State Need 

Grant.



Step 2: 
School 
Selection

Next, enter “WASFA” in 

the school name field 

and click on “Find.” 

Select your desired 

school from those listed 

with the prefix “WASFA.” 

Then click the “Add” 

button to add to the list 

of “My Schools.” You 

may add as many 

schools as you like.



Step 3: 
Student 
Information

On the next screen, 

select “Other” for 

“Student Citizenship.”



Step 4: 
Annual Income 
& Expenses

On both the student 

and parent “Annual 

Income and Expenses” 

page, you may enter 

0 (zero) for any 

questions that do not 

apply or that you are 

unsure about.



Step 5: 
Additional School 
Specific Questions

On this page, click on or 

hover over each      to 

view the entire question.

Please note: You only 

have to meet one of the 

residency options listed:

Option A – Have graduated or will graduate from 

high school

Option B – Have obtained or will obtain a GED



Step 6: 
Payment 
Instructions

Upon completion, the 

payment section should 

read $0.00 and look like 

the screen shown to the 

right.



If you require 

technical assistance, 

please call or email:

800-282-1550

needaccess@accessgroup.org

Monday-Friday

6am-2pm PST

mailto:needaccess@accessgroup.org

